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The Modernists have not been slow to retort that it is
not themselves, but the conservatives, who, by their
narrowness and bigotry, are clogging the wheels oi
progress and making Islam weak.

New Ideals of Social Service

Beside its influence on religious thought, education
has powerfully affected social ideals and has set in opera-
tion movements that indicate new life pulsating through
the community. Educated men have their eyes opened
to many evils and abuses around them, and they loudly
demand reforms. There is a firm insistence on the
urgent necessity for developing educational institutions
from the elementary village school to the University.
The education of girls is urged as a pressing and im-
perative necessity. The evils of the seclusion of women>
child-marriage, perpetual widowhood, and the presence
of prostitutes in the temples are condemned with more
or less earnestness.

There is also a marked weakening of the more rigid
and irksome rules of caste. In the schools and colleges
the boys and young men of different castes intermingle.
Where boarding accommodation is provided it is usual
for them to live in separate hostels, to have their food
cooked separately and in accordance with the rules of
their various castes, and to eat separately. But ia
the class-room, the common room, and on the sports'
field they mix freely together; and in missionary in-
stitutions they meet together in the large Hall for the
opening and closing of school with the accompanying
acts of Christian worship. In one High School in
Madras the writer took a photograph of twenty-five
boys of as many different castes sitting together. In
North India he came across a case in which the students